THE  CITIZEN  IN  THE  MAKING             25
war may yet reduce us. But we cannot make
provision for such a future. We must make
provision, we must educate our citizens, for
an age which will be changing all the time, and
changing at an ever-increasing pace. The
best citizen will be the man who can best
meet the demands of change. This involves
not only certain physical demands, which
schools are in a position to supply but for the
most part signally fail to supply to-day, but
more important than these an extreme flexi-
bility of mind, not easy to achieve in an age in
which ideas as well as motor-cars are mass-
produced. In the things of the mind, the
Press, the Broadcasting Station, and the
Advertiser's Hoarding may be compared to the
Ford factory in the more material sphere. We
live in an age in which the opinion of to-day
may become the prejudice of to-morrow, and
there is no one more slow to detect a prejudice
than the victim of it. The best protection
against that particular danger is a Socratie
outlook on life, "In his own breast/5 says
Matthew Arnold, " does not every man carry
about with him a possible Socrates in that
power of a disinterested play of consciousness